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SUBJECT: BOYCOTT OF RCA GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS 

E RCA GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS IS ONE OF THREE AMERICAN 
RECORD CARRIERS FOR TELEGRAM AND TELEX TRAFFIC, OTHERS BEING 
ITT AND WESTERN UNION INTERNATIONAL. RCA IS ON ARAB BOYCOTT 
LIST BECAUSE OF SMALL QUANTITY RCA RECORDS PRODUCED IN 
ISRAEL UNDER LICENSE. AND RCA/GC BOYCOTTED BECAUSE OF BOY- 
COTT OF PARENT FIRM. NEITHER ITT NOR WESTERN UNION INTER- 
NATIONAL IS ON BOYCOTT LIST. 

2. RCA/GC HAS SOUGHT DEPTSTATE ASSISTANCE WITH SARG TOWARD 
OBTAINING DIRECT LINK TO SYRIA. AT SAME TIME. ITT AND WUI 
HAVE PROPOSAL FOR AUTHORIZATION OF DIRECT SERVICE TO SYRIA 
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UNDER CONSIDERATION BY FCC, BUT FCC IS RELUCTANT TO APPROVE 
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BECAUSE OF ARAB BOYCOTT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THEIR COM- 
PETITOR, RCA/GC. DEPARTMENT WISHES TO SUPPORT INTERESTS OF 
ALL THREE FIRMS. BELIEVE FIRST STEP SHOULD BE EFFORT IN 
RESPONSE TO RCA/GC REQUEST. SINCE PRECIPITATE APPROVAL OF 
ITT AND WUI SERVICE COULD BE EXPECTED TO FORECLOSE WHATEVER 
CHANCE RCA/GC MIGHT HAVE OF OBTANING SERVICE TO SYRIA. IF 
EFFORTS ON RCA/GC'S BEHALF NONPRODUCTIVE WITHIN REASONABLE 
TIME, FCC WILL HAVE TO DECIDE WHETHER TO APPROVE PROPOSED 
ITT AND WUI SERVICE. 

3. RCA/GC ACTUALLY HAS DIRECT TRAFFIC LINKS WITH EGYPT, 
LEBANON, JORDAN PLUS SEMIDIRECT SERVICE TO ALGERIA, 

TUNISIA AND KUWAIT. RCA/GC BOYCOTTED IN SYRIA, WITH SYRIA 
MESSAGES CURRENTLY GOING INDIRECT TO USA VIA EUROPE. SYRIA 
HAS RECENTLY DECIDED TO OPERATE TO USA VIA SATELLITE USING 
JORDAN EARTH STATION, THOUGH THIS NOT STARTED YET. 

4. RCA/GC WOULD LIKE EMBASSY TO MAKE LOW-KEY APPROACH TO 
SYRIAN AUTHORITIES ON ITS BEHALF TO ENCOURAGE RELAXATION 
OF BOYCOTT, EITHER THROUGH ABOVE-BOARD ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DIRECT RCA/GC SERVICE TO SYRIA OR THROUGH SOME ARRANGEMENT 
WHICH WOULD GIVE EQUIVALENT SERVICE WITH SOMEONE OTHER THAN 
RCA/GC PRESENTING THE BILLS TO SYRIAN PTT. RCA/GC HAS IN 

PAST DEALT WITH PTT ON THIS ISSUE, BUT PTT DEFERRED TO 
"GOVERNMENT" OVER BOYCOTT ISSUE AND AGAIN REFUSED ESTABLISH 
DIRECT LINK LAST FALL. RCA/GC UNSURE WHETHER "GOVERNMENT" 
MEANS MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS OR SOMETHING HIGHER. 

5. IF IN AMBASSADOR'S JUDGMENT SUCH AN APPROACH WOULD NOT 
BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE, DPEARTMENT BELIEVES IT SHOULD BE 
MADE. WE LEAVE TO AMBASSADOR'S DISCRETION THE LEVEL AND 
TIMING OF APPROACH AND HOW BEST TO BROACH SUBJECT WITH 
SYRIANS. WOULD SUGGEST THAT MAIN THRUST BE EMPHASIS ON 
APOLITICAL NATURE OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS. USG HAS 
ALWAYS SOUGHT TO KEEP BASIC INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS 
FREE FROM POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, INCLUDING BOYCOTTS. 

WE CONTINUED DIRECT COMMUNICATIONS TO PRC AND CUBA DURING 
PERIODS WHEN WE HAD A BOYCOTT ON OTHER KINDS OF DEALINGS 
WITH THOSE COUNTRIES. WE HOPE SYRIA CAN DO LIKEWISE AND 
DEAL WITH ALL THREE US RECORD CARRIERS. PERHAPS SYRIANS 
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COULD GET TOGETHER WITH RCA/GC AND WORK OUT SOME ARRANGE- 
MENT TO PERMIT RCA/GC DIRECT SERVICE. INGERSOLL 
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